Minutes of November 26, 2019 SDC Meeting
ROLL CALL 

Members Present:  Margo McGilvrey, Elizabeth Bailey, Connie Bailey, John Schoonmaker, Christine Dinsmore, Barbara Boyce, Rick Cousin, Mike Harkavy, Kathy Gordon, Susan Breen, Katherine Smith, Skip Arthur, Aaron Levine, Bob Gelbach, Louise Bloomfield, Mike Cimorelli, Nancy Schaef, Lanny Walter, Bill Barr, Pamela Ross
Non-Members:  Margarita Asaian, Michelle Grossbohlen, Nicole Roskos

Music:  Who’s Gonna Build Your Wall (Revised from Tom Russell), Skip Arthur

Secretary’s Report:  The Secretary moved to approve minutes from October 22, 2019 meeting.  The motion was seconded by Rick Cousin and unanimously passed.
Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer gave the report as outlined below:

Balance as of 10/22/2019




       $1020.26

Collected at October meeting





129.00

Deposit from HQ returned
10/28/19



174.00

Deposit from HQ cash 11/4/19




  95.00

Check for election flyers





303.99
Check for HQ Nov. rent  (one week)




200.00

Balance as of 11/26/2019




          $914.27

The Treasurer moved to have her report accepted.  The motion was seconded by Pamela Ross and passed unanimously.
New Member nomination:  Nicole Roskos has expressed an interest in becoming a member of the committee.  The Chair moved that she be admitted; it was seconded by Margo McGilvrey. The Chair congratulated her on her campaign.  
Nicole noted that she had been attending meetings since she decided to run for office, and is committed to the mission of the Committee.  And she cannot imagine not continuing to participate.  She thanked all committee members for their support.   and the committee voted unanimously to accept her as a new member.  The Chair assigned her to Election District eleven with Helene Lesterlin.
Election Outcome 2019-report on The Count: 
District Attorney.  The Chair said that at present Dave Clegg is ahead by 50 votes; however, many votes may have been challenged by Kavanaugh.  Vote-counting was completed today, but challenged votes remain to be counted.  
County Legislature.  Aaron Levine reported on the status of his election, which is very close.  Currently there are ten ballots in his district that have not been opened due to Kavanaugh challenges.  He is currently down by a handful of votes, which will trigger a recount, once the vote is certified.

The Chair suggested that some of the Committee may want to review the numbers once the final votes are certified.  Christine Dinsmore congratulated John Schoonmaker on his campaign.  John said his focus right now is on his work on the Town Board, but that he has not yet decided whether to run for County Legislature again.  He did say the office is winnable by a Democrat, if a split vote can be avoided.  The Chair said the committee should find friends in other parties who will support our candidates.  Mike Cimorelli pointed out that our Committee had support for Labor in common with the Working Families Party.  
Christine Dinsmore said she was at the count of absentee ballots for DA.  She has a breakdown of how the votes broke by Election District, which she distributed to the Committee.  

The Chair then asked Kathy Gordon to come forward.  He said that the Executive Committee, as well as others, noted that she was a real star during the election, especially with regard to the Coordinated Campaign.  He presented an award to her on behalf of the Executive Committee.

Ulster Immigrant Defense Network (UIDN)-Bob Gelbach gave a report on the current status and operation of the Network.  He said the UIDN began about 3 years ago, growing out of concern for what the current administration was doing to immigrants, particularly those seeking asylum.  He noted that it is not primarily a political organization; it can be characterized as primarily a service organization.  Most of its activity has been located in Kingston.  There are 14 different affiliates, most of which are churches.  Much of their activity is fundraising.  There are efforts to provide funds for immigrant legal assistance, help getting immigrants to scheduled meetings in New York City (e.g., for immigration check-in). Sometimes immigrants are, without notice, arbitrarily sent to detention upon check-in.  The UIDN also provides clothes and other items to immigrants, a help line, education programs in schools (e.g., teaching English after hours).   He said UIDN is hoping to get more involved in administration of Saugerties schools.  He asked if any members can give any help in making this contact and that they would like to know what kind of resources are already available in the school.  The organization has a mailing list of 700 people and is trying to come up with a newsletter.  Ulsteridn.com is their website.   Connie Bailey offered to provide puzzles, games and books. John Schoonmaker said he was pretty sure he could help give them some information they are seeking about the Saugerties school system.
Nobody Leaves Mid-Hudson:  Christine Dinsmore provided an overview of this organization.  She said it is a political, immigrant group.  The have had campaigns registering voters.  She discussed an upcoming fundraiser that will be held on December 7 at the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Catskills.  She had high praise for the entertainer (and friend) who will perform, as well as the band and encouraged Committee members to attend.
Neighbor to Neighbor:  Now that the election is over, we can try to energize our efforts.  He asked if anyone is interested.  Several said they were.  The Chair briefly explained the thinking behind it.  Probably won’t convene a meeting on the subject until January.
Endorsement Policy:  The Chair noted that both Michelle Hinchey and Jeff Collins will attend our January meeting and ask for our endorsement.  He read the current version of an endorsement policy which had been slightly modified from what was sent with the meeting announcement and moved that it be adopted.  It was seconded by Mike Harkavy.  Aaron Levine asked questioned waiting until the following day to tally the vote, in which case candidates would leave not knowing the results.  He offered that we make the deadline for absentee ballots 6 pm the day of the meeting.  Kathy Gordon asked if the vote would be a weighted vote, to which the answer was in the affirmative.  She agreed with Aaron’s suggestion, as did Rick Cousin.  John Schoonmaker objected to the short notice, also to limiting endorsements to registered Democrats and that the 2/3 vote should be of the full committee, vice those present.  He also objected to use of email.  Bob Gelbach did not see any reason for the vote to be anonymous. Nancy Schaef did not see any reason to allow absentee voting.   Given the questions and concerns, the Chair withdrew his motion and suggested it be revisited in January.  
The Chair asked how members felt about allowing absentee voting before the meeting. The vote was roughly even.  

Standing Committees
Voter Data Committee:  Kathy Gordon first discussed participation in the campaign.  She said without fundraising and officers, it would have gone nowhere.  We had 55 canvassers, organized by Mike and Patti and had another dozen people who maintained the office and ten making phone calls.  The number of volunteers totaled about 100 people.
Next, she turned to voter registration comparing parties by election, beginning with 2008.  In 2013, Republicans began to decrease, but NOPs grew.  On the eve of 2016, Dems grew even with Republicans.  In 2019, Democrats far outnumbered either Republicans or NOPs.  

Nancy suggested the Committee do a press release announcing her report.

It was agreed that the Committee send a letter to our former landlady, Eva Horvat, thanking her for her support.

Holiday Party:  Different venues were discussed.  The Executive Committee will take the interest as a charge to pursue a suitable venue.  
Town issues
Report on C & D Debris:  John Schoonmaker and Nancy Schaef recounted their experiences.  The court in which the Town’s tickets will be heard is up in the air as judge after judge recuses.  Judge Mott may take up to 30 days to make a decision and may set another court date to make his decision. 
Town Budget:  John Schoonmaker noted the budget was approved and should result in a 2.5% decrease in taxes.  He said there was a significant increase in Historic Preservation Commission.  The budget also increased funding for Public Access Channel.  

County issues:  Public funding of campaigns is set to be heard by the legislature on December 17, 2019 at 6 pm.
Adjournment:  Mike Harkavy moved to adjourn, which was seconded by Christine Dinsmore and unanimously approved.
Respectfully submitted by Bill Barr.

 
