Saugerties Democratic Committee

October 22, 2019 Meeting
ROLL CALL 

Members:  Lanny Walter, Christine Dinsmore, Barbara Boyce, Kathy Gordon, Rick Cousin, Elizabeth Bailey, Margo McGilvrey, Finley Schaef, Kathleen Gray, Mike Harkavy, Tim Scott, Skip Arthur, Katherine Smith, Bob Gelbach, Judy Lechner, Aaron Levine, Nancy Schaef, Bill Barr, Pamela Ross
Guests:  Helene Lesterlin, Nicole Roskos, Holley Weeks, Fred Costello
Music:  Step by Step, provided by Finley Schaef

Approve minutes from September 24, 2019 meeting:  The Secretary moved that the minutes of the September meeting be approved.  The motion was seconded by Barbara Boyce and approved unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer gave a report as follows:

Balance 9/24/19



         



$2,043.32

Collected at meeting (UCDC-$900, cash-$194, chk-$100)

  1,194.00

Cash from HQ 10/2/19



   


     125.00

Cash from HQ 10/11/19 (cash-$53, check-$100) 
  

     153.00

Cash from HQ 10/22/19



   


       33.30

Check Printing Supplies






       40.99

Check Aaron Levine






     700.00

Check Flyers








     650.00

Check Rent for HQ







     700.00

Check Printing Supplies






     113.38

Check Flyers








     323.59

Balance 10/22/19



          



 $1020.26



She moved her report be approved.  The motion was seconded by Mike Harkavy and unanimously approved. 
New Member nomination:  Helene Lesterlin was presented by the Chair who gave the results of a phone conversation with her on October 22, 2019, recommending approving her as a new member and assigning her to Election District 11.   He then asked her to tell the Committee about herself.  Helene said she moved from Troy eight years ago.  She has an MA in choreography and performance.  Joined a team based in Rhinebeck that focuses on startups and venture capital.  Additionally, she works for a $20 mill Venture Capital Fund. Two years ago, she co-founded CO and Worker Trustee in Rhinebeck and is Co-Executive Director of Good Work Institute.  She has two small children the care of whom may interfere with her ability to volunteer.  She has experience finding alternative sources of financing.  She helped find funding for the Hudson Valley Eco-system.  She coaches startup individuals.  She has skills in branding, marketing and fund-raising.  Interested in climate action (recently attended Drawdown conference at the Omega Institute).  She entered Yale majoring in biochemistry and biophysics and graduated with a degree in sculpture(!).  She also sings and plays cello.

The Chair moved that she be admitted, and it was seconded by Margo McGilvrey and unanimously approved.  
Revised Resolution to add Committee Members; The Chair described the new process.  He acknowledged that it is important to be welcoming to new people, but also it is necessary to have a structured process.  He asked that someone move that the process presented at the last meeting be replaced by this resolution. Kat Smith wanted to know if the process for Helene’s approval was a preview of this process.  The Chair said that was not intended to which Kat responded that she felt the revision did not resolve the problem of the process being undemocratic. Kathy Gordon made a friendly amendment asking the committee draw up a short description of the role of Committee Member and modify the resolution accordingly.  The motion, as amended, was voted upon and passed.  The Chair then moved to table the original resolution because it involved adding a document that heretofore does not exist.  Finley Schaef then called the question, requiring a vote on the amended resolution.  Bob Gelbach seconded it. The call failed.  Mike Harkavy seconded the motion to table the resolution, which passed.  The resolution will be discussed at the November meeting.  
Saugerties Coordinated Campaign: Nejla Liias reported on our progress and new events to a canvass and phone bank.  A phone bank is scheduled for Wednesday night from 6 to 8 at the Senior Center.  Kathy Gordon said we will be phoning Democrats who voted in 2016 and 2018, but not 2017, who were not home for canvassing.  After that will be Democrats who were not accessible.  It was agreed to organize the phone numbers by Legislative District.  Phone banking will also be held on November 4, on Election Day from 12 to 3 pm and on Election night at the Committee Campaign Headquarters from 5 to 8 pm. 
Staffing Campaign Headquarters:  The Secretary then circulated a paper copy of the HQ Staffing schedule and asked for volunteers.  There was some discussion about whether individuals can call from the HQ. Kathy pointed out that to date, we have been to the doors of 4,000 people. Mike Harkavy said we probably won’t know the number of packets needed for canvassing until Friday afternoon.  Nejla moved that we get 1,000 copies of Local Elections Matter, seconded by Christine.  Approved $323.99 for it. 
Climate change emergency- updates:   The Secretary discussed the recent County Legislature resolution to declare a climate emergency, and a recent Town resolution on the same issue, as well as a Town resolution opposing the outbuild of the Danskammer power plant in Newburgh.  He then asked Town Supervisor Fred Costello to elaborate.  Supervisor Costello noted that although the Danskammer project was in Newburgh, that the extraordinary amount of carbon emissions it would produce made it a regional and global environmental issue.  He also briefly discussed the possibility of it resulting in stranded assets; i.e., infrastructure becoming obsolete before its economic benefit is realized.
Annual Fall Dinner-October 24 at Wiltwyck Golf Club:  The Chair noted the upcoming event and that it will be honoring Mike Hein.  He invited other Committee Members to attend.
Town issues-C & D Debris-October 24 Court date at 1 pm at Ulster County Courthouse before Judge Mott:   Fred Costello said Judge Mott stated he hopes this is the last day of hearings.  Hopefully a ruling will soon follow. He also said the Town case against Karolys have been sent to Woodstock since our two Town judges recused themselves.  He added that the DEC’s case against Karolys is moving forward and is being conducted by the NYS Attorney General.  That is where remediation will be addressed.

County issues-public funding of campaigns:  There will be a hearing at the County Legislature on this on November 12. 
Announcements:

The Chair reported that the County still has a need for Election Inspectors and invited Committee members to apply.   
Helene Lesterlin noted that there will be an “unconference” called Surviving the Future at the George Washington Elementary School in Kingston, November 1 and 2.  It will address issues associated with facing climate change and more information is available at Survivingthefuture.splashthat.com.
Adjournment:   Mike Harkavy moved to adjourn; it was seconded by Rick Cousin and unanimously approved.
Respectfully submitted:

Bill Barr, Secretary

 

