Saugerties Democratic Committee Monthly Meeting Minutes; July 24, 2019

Present: Lanny Walter, Finley Schaef, Barbara Boyce, Liz Bailey, Susan Breen, Margo McGilvrey, John Schoonmaker, Mike Cimorelli, Rick Cousin, Kathy Gordon; Timothy Scott; Aaron Levine; Katherine Smith; Nejla Liias, Kathleen Gray; Mike Harkavy; Kevin Freeman; Nancy Schaef

Guests: Amanda Boomhower, regional rep for Antonio Delgado; John Bivona, chief of staff Delgado’s Washington Office; Casey Bourkney, Dave Clegg’s director of finance.; Tamara Schuppin; Jeff Collins, candidate for NY Senate District 46;  Clifford Lane, friend of Nejla; Larissa Schaughnessy, coordinated campaign rep for Saugerties

Song: Bill Withers Lean on Me
Treasurer’s Report: No outgoing expenses; $4199.93; First motion to accept--Margo; second motion—Tim. Passed unanimously. 

Boomhower and Bivona report and Q&A for Delgado 

Amanda Boomhower report: Overall differences between campaign (elections) and congressional offices (federal agencies constituency services). Regional office can do such things as: identify federal grant sources; service academy nominations; tours; but not legislative issues, instead it refers to the south office (DC). There are mobile offices in addition to stationary offices.

Q: What immigration issues are you dealing and how are you dealing with them? 

A: Delgado does interact with Homeland Security or the State Department, but can’t share info on cases they are working on; advocates for immigrant; can’t ask Homeland Security or State Department to do something specific. With ICE or any court—no intervention, can only inquire, but not actively intervene; generally does an asylum case (status of their case); 

Nejla will share privacy release forms from Delgado. ICE warrant vs court warrant—wouldn’t be involved. 

Q: Do you have documents about immigrant rights that employers can post in their office?

A: No, handled on the State level.

John added: they do have “know your rights” literature.

John Bivona report: Delgado has shown his commitment to NY19; introduced 14 bills—11 bipartisan. He is on agriculture committee; AD has an agriculture advisory board; also small business, health care and veterans. 

Health Care: public option; Medicare Acts Bill includes opt-in to Medicare (Medicare X); his goal is to have 20 cosponsors by August; with Congressman Dogget (R-TX)—lower prescription prices; Delgado’s plan is Medicare, not Medicaid, as the public option; Bivona will send Lanny opting-in payment info. Lastly, Delgado is sponsoring Medicare negotiating with pharmaceuticals.

Green New Deal: creation of a Select Committee; transition into a green economy; help train people for the new economy. ‘Green New Deal’ is not a bill, it’s “an idealistic way to tackle the climate crisis.” Delgado’s Green Jobs Bill is a work in progress—introduce over months; Carbon-free? how do we create a job force ready for that? Delgado has asked the Dept. of Energy to generate a report; grant program for community college for job training.  

Statements directed to Bivona:

From Kathy Gordon: She understands moderation in this district on immigration, health care but not the environment. 

From Katherine Smith—Antonio needs to get a head of this, get his messaging clear.  

From Kathy Gray—Antonio needs to push for rebates for electric cars—increase them. 

Q: Any chance or legislation will pass both houses? Bipartisan extend tax rebates? 

A: No, Republican optics.

Vote on the boarder: There was a counter bill that Delgado was prepared to support, but didn’t come to the floor. The Border Supplemental Bill – does not include money for the wall; addresses the conditions at the border (funds at the border ran out); 12 million for food, clothing, and 30 million for nonprofits at the border. It didn’t increase money for border security or support the border agents.

Casey Bourkney (Director of Finance) for Dave Clegg: Criminal justice. Series of justice forums—one in Saugerties. Candidate debate in Saugerties? In September? His email: caseyjames@clegforda.com

Lanny asked for a ‘Dave Clegg Working Group’. Passed around sign-up sheet. Opioid crisis. Aaron Levine said that Dave may be tagged with being soft on crime.

Casey: Clegg is for fair sentencing, punishment that fits the crime.

Neighbor-to-neighbor/coordinated canvassing: UC Coordinating Campaign—giving resources to the candidates who need to win.  First canvassing on Saturday, July 27, first launch at 10; second launch at 1; Larissa Schaughnessy will be the organizer (will give Lanny her email and phone number, volunteers should talk to her). July and August canvassing and coordinated committee events – Larissa; by September and October, all will come together. Neighbor to neighbor—training in early August. Focus on the races. If anyone is interested in training, get In touch with Nejla or Lanny.

Cheryl Roberts Endorsement:  Lanny spoke about Cheryl and why he supports her; Christine added that she has an uphill climb and why. First motion to endorse: Nancy Schaef; Seconded Nejla Liias. Passed unanimously. 

Endorsement of John Schoonmaker and March Gallagher suggested by Christine Dinsmore. Nancy said there wasn’t a need to do an endorsement. We support/endorse all Democratic nominees. The primary is over. John is our candidate. Others agreed. 

Motion to appoint Susan Breem from 14 to 8. Approved.

Openings because John Remington resigned: four vacancies altogether

John Schoonmaker update of Karolys: some hours don’t feel safe to enforce. Karolys is bringing in more for “erosion control” to “remediate” the issues. Ha! At town board meeting approved for someone to be appointed to pore over the C&D collection reports. Neighbors calling DEC whenever they see violations. Nancy asked if the County Health Department is involved. If it is contaminated, their children are in danger and perhaps Department of Social Services Child Protective should check on their safety.

John Schoonmaker race: John asked for money for his campaign. Aaron and John must buy-in for coordinated campaign. $1,000 each to buy-in. 

Lanny said the candidate should apply with a form (yet to be created). John and Aaron should submit their forms in August. 

Mike Harkavy made a motion to adjourn; Kathy Gordan seconded. Passed.

