Saugerties Democratic Committee June 24, 2020, ZOOM Meeting
ROLL CALL 
Members: Kathy Gordon, Pamela Ross, Bill Barr, John Schoonmaker, Christine Dinsmore, Skip Arthur, Nejla Liias, Michael Harkavy, Louise Bloomfield, Nancy Schaef, Margo McGilvrey, Rick Cousin, Katherine Smith, Barbara Boyce, Lanny Walter, Cara Stammler, Tim Scott, Kathleen Gray, Susan Breen, Aaron Levine, Bob Gelbach, Hélène  Lesterlin, Finley Schaef, Brigid Walsh, Bob Gelbach
Non-members:  Joseph Maloney, Jerry Cohen, Justine Gauckler, Steve Charney, Claudia Andreassen, Lauren Ruberg, Kenneth Kleinberg, Elizabeth Weredyk, Ann Miller, Jeremy Russel, Betsy Kraat, Mateo Matthew, Diedre Miller, Christine Via
Approve Minutes from April 30 and May 26, 2020 zoom meetings:  The Secretary moved that the minutes for April 2020 meeting, as revised, be approved.  The motion was seconded by Margo McGilvrey and passed unanimously (Tim Scott abstained since he did not attend the meeting). The Secretary then moved that the May meeting minutes be approved.  The motion was seconded by Kathleen Gray.  There was no discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.
Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer made the report as below.  Margo McGilvrey emphasized that all funds for the campaign were donated by SDC endorsed candidates.  Her motion was seconded by Nejla Liias and unanimously approved.
Balance as of May 26th 2020                                                    
      $1898.48
Collected from Members
            440.05

Total                                                                                                         $2,338.53

Check #226 Christine Dinsmore Digital Ad                                                   300.00

Balance as of June 24, 2020                                                                    $2,038.53

Meet Elizabeth Kraat, NYS Assembly candidate:  Betsy Kraat introduced herself.  She lives in Hunter and is running for 102nd District seat.  She volunteered when no one else was running and said that shows she did it out of sense of duty rather than ego. She has just finished Master in Social Work at Fordham and said that helps qualify her as she knows how policy is made and its consequences.  One of her children is on autism spectrum—both were 3 months premature which gives them special problems for their education. Her children attended Saugerties schools for several years.  She has lived in Saugerties as well as Kingston.  
Margo commented on Betsy’s video and asked for her to comment on her early activism.  It had been issue- focused.  She volunteered for the campaigns of Gareth Rhodes, Juan Figueroa and Dave Clegg.  She has also worked to resist gentrification in Kingston and against the housing crisis.  She was an advocate for universal rent control that was passed last year.  Working on that taught her the power of organizing people on the ground.  She said Dave Clegg’s campaign was an amazing victory for social justice.  Kathleen Gray asked for three issues that were of paramount concern for her campaign.  One was tax equity, another the COVID response and how to have made it better and passing the NYHA.  Another was free tuition for families making less than $50K per year.  Lanny Walter asked for Betsy’s role in the Clegg campaign and how that prepared her to run.  She said she held a lot of local discussions and talked a lot about social justice (meaning a justice system that is compassionate vs. punitive).  Justine Lauchner asked if there is an educational stance that she is promoting and what it would be.  Betsy answered that going forward, all of special needs programs must be fully funded.  And a commitment to what a “least restrictive environment” really means.  Also need to recruit high quality teachers for special needs children. Schools should be there for the most vulnerable kids.  Kathy Gordon asked about Climate Change and Betsy said she would support any legislation that promotes a green economy, but she is seeking advice on that. 
Report on June 23 local Primary.  Paper ballots will be opened on July 1st and we will be able to have a representative but it will be limited for in-person.  It will also be possible to watch via the online link for the BOE.  He noted that Claudia Andreassen received a majority of votes for town judge and congratulated her.  ED positions on the Committee are still up in the air.  John Schoonmaker asked about the absentee ballot return so far.  So far, 800 out of 1700 have been returned.  Some who applied for them, voted in person, so the exact number is unknown.  Aaron Levine said he was surprised be the amount of in-person voting.  Kathy Gordon said it looks like turnout will be over 50% which is amazing for a primary.  Schoonmaker said he feels there will be a response of the public wanting vote by mail and said he thinks the Committee should push for it.  The Chair said it would probably require a change to the NYS Constitution.  Aaron said he agreed that there is a constitutional issue with sending out requests for paper ballots without prompting and it would probably take three years to change it.
Report on Presidential Primary:  Bernie got 30% in CD 19 and Biden received 60%.   That number would qualify the Sanders campaign for two delegates.
Update on Michelle Hinchey campaign:  June 29 at 7 pm there will be a virtual meeting with Michelle and Kathleen Smythe.  An email went out to entire list on that.  Brigid Walsh asked if the Committee is in a position to make a contribution to her campaign.  Nejla Liias agreed and said there is possibility that she can join us later in the meeting.  She was able to join us from her car for a minute.  She said the campaign is going well.  She said it is an interesting time to be running because meeting in person is out.  More mailers and phone banking will be the rule.  Donating deadline is July 10th.  She said that if there is anything the committee can do to support her, it would be appreciated.  She has a couple of more endorsements coming up (Conservation workers and Carpenters Union) and Congressman Maloney from CD 18.  She mentioned the joint fundraiser with LTG Hochul and Kathleen Smythe.  Kathy Gordon asked what she thought about a relaxed meeting some day about how the Committee can support her since canvassing is out.  Michelle agreed that would be productive and we should set it up. Brigid Walsh moved that the Committee donate $250 to Michelle’s campaign, seconded by Christine Dinsmore and Cara Stammler.  The Chair commented that whatever we give to her should go to Betsy and he so moved.  It was seconded by Mike Harkavy. Nancy Schaef asked that we keep the votes separate.  Joe Maloney added that we should also donate to the town Judicial candidates.  The Chair asked that we concentrate on the motion at hand (to contribute to the Hinchey campaign).  The motion passed unanimously.  
Contribution to Betsy Kraat Campaign.  Katherine Smith moved that the committee contribute $250 to the Betsy Kraat Campaign.  It was seconded by Christine Dinsmore.  There was an amendment to reduce the amount that was supported by just two candidates.  The original motion was then passed without opposition.

Create Ad Hoc Committee to review By-law amendments:  The bylaws are out of date and need to be modified.  The Executive Committee discussed an ad hoc committee to do that.  Nejla Liias moved to create an ad hoc committee to review the bylaws consisting of Lanny Walter, Nejla Liias, Bill Barr, Mike Harkavy, Nancy Schaef, Bob Gelbach and Hélène Lesterlin.  It was seconded by Margo McGilvrey.  Rick Cousin suggested opening it up to additional members, but that was not part of the motion.  The Chair added that all members will have input into proposed.  John moved that he be added, seconded by Katherine Smith and made an amendment to add herself.  The Chair noted that the terms of office for Committee members end with the term.  The Bylaws require that this committee appoint ad hoc committee members and the executive committee has recommended that.  Diedre Miller added that she understands about the need to change the bylaws but is concerned that the changes are legitimate and constitutional.  The Chair assured her that the changes will reflect that.  Christine Dinsmore emphasized that the ad hoc committee will be making recommendations that must be approved by the general membership.  John was added in a vote for a motion to add him.  The motion to add Kat was seconded by Pam Ross. The motion passed 13 to 7 with one abstention. Bylaws will be sent to all members of the ad hoc committee.
Dealing with Coronavirus-how are we helping?  Rick said he’d look into what we can do when we find people not complying.  He has a message into Chief Sinagra but hasn’t reached him.  Looks like there’s nothing to do about it individually.  Businesses can refuse to serve, but it’s not always enforced.  Christine said that the BoE will remove people not complying.
Police reform in Saugerties:  Governor Cuomo has invited all communities to look at reforming police policies and the Chair said he felt this committee should encourage that to happen and approach the supervisor.  He asked John Schoonmaker if he had anything to add.  He said he is working with Gilda Ricardi to set up a citizen review board in Saugerties that would look at personnel policies.  He said he will also reach out to the school superintendent about having a resource officer instead of a police presence.  He also wants to start working on two commissions that implement the Governor’s recommendations.  He noted that there have been no problems in Saugerties but that it is only a matter of time till we have one.  He also wants to set up a commission to look at increasing diversity in Saugerties.  Diedre Miller said that just because we don’t hear of anything in Saugerties doesn’t mean that Black people don’t experience it.  Nancy Schaef said that Pat Ryan has put together a commission at the county level and encouraged cooperation with it.
Kathy Gordon said that the Saugerties Police policy on use of force is on their website.

John added that coordination would be done but the Governor’s mandate was that every municipality do it.  Nejla said where funding comes from has something to do with a commission’s responsibility.  Aaron Levine favored coordination with Sheriff Figueroa.  He worried that a piecemeal approach would not be productive.  Helene said there is research available that questions why armed officers are being sent for relatively benign situations and wondered if that would be part of this effort. Maybe we need to create a different task force for this.  The Chair pointed out that funding for police would be contingent on developing a plan that reflects what the community wants.  He asked for permission from the Committee to talk to Fred about this and ask how he will implement these recommendations.  He asked if there were any objections to approaching Fred.  Bob Gelbach said that as of April 1 there must be a formal description of how Saugerties will deal with this and NYS funding will be contingent upon the answer.  Kathleen Grey said she agrees with Aaron about the need for Countywide coordination.  Also, it’s not always easy to make an a priori decision about whether police presence or other options are to be employed.  Joe Maloney related the discussion of the need for a Police Commission and advocated for it.  John clarified that his original work would be for a citizen review board, but later to look at the Town Board serving as a Police Commission.  He now supports it, given recent events.  Mike Harkavy said he’d like to 
hear from Fred at a meeting to talk to us about this.

Donation to Rise Up:  John Schoonmaker moved that the Committee make a donation to Citizen Action Rise Up or another chapter of Rise Up.  Rick Cousin seconded the motion. Discussion:  Nejla said their recommendations to the Kingston Police were very thorough.  The Kingston Legislature will probably accept their recommendations.  John thought we should donate $500.  The Chair opposed it because of our limited resources.  Christine Dinsmore suggested $100 with consideration to reconsidering later.  A motion to amend the motion to donate $250 was made by Rick Cousin and seconded by Hélène Lesterlin and Mike Harkavy.  Motion passed with 15 yes, 5 no and one abstention.
Motion to Adjourn:  Mike Harkavy, seconded by Kathy Gordon and passed.

Respectfully submitted:  Bill Barr, Secretary
